[Diagnostic laparoscopy in abdominal injuries].
The results of the treatment of 316 patients with various injuries of abdomen are summarized. 144 (45.6%) of the patients were operated on vital indications (internal bleeding, peritonitis). Additional instrumental examination was necessary in 172 (54.4%) of the patients. Urgent diagnostic laparoscopy was performed in 118 of them. This procedure is indicated in patients with the absence of the symptoms of "acute abdomen" hospitalised in less than 2 hours from the moment of penetrating injury. It is also indicated in case of a doubtful diagnosis in a blunt injury of abdomen, and in alcoholic intoxication. Three groups of the patients were distinguished: 1) patients with indications for urgent surgery (38.1%); 2) patients with indications for conservative treatment (17.8%); 3) patients with indications for out-patient follow-up (44.1%). This policy made it possible to decrease the number of diagnostic laparotomies to 11%, the period of limited disability by 5.8 + 0.3 days, decrease lethality to 6%.